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1. Transcription method: transliteration and its simplification  

In many cases the Arabic alphabet cannot be used to denote expressions in Arabic language (words, names, 
phrases, text): for example, the reader has no sufficient knowledge about Arabic letters, or the electronic 
media is not capable of presenting them in proper form. Nowadays, there are a number of options 
transcribing Arabic using Roman letters. In this Burhaniya Transcript Dictionary we follow two transcription 
methods: 
 
(1) Transliteration: This approach intends to represent each of the characters of the Arabic alphabet by one 

character of an established or newly created alphabet. For the diacritic marks in written Arabic (e.g. 
fatha, kasra, damma), the transliteration seeks to use the same orthographical conventions while 
employing a slightly different set of symbols and writing rules accustomed in Roman languages. The aim 
is to enable a completely unambiguous transcription with fully reversible mapping (i.e. it allows for 
restoring the correct Arabic word from any transcript). Based on long lasting research efforts, the 
scientific community has adopted international standards for the “Romanization” of Arabic, namely DIN 
31635 (1982) and ISO 233 (1984). This transliteration presented here follows these standards; it is based 
on the Roman alphabet supplemented by additional symbols (see Arabic letter key in chapter two).  

 
(2) Simplification: Since the use of additional symbols often poses a number of problems for electronic 

word processing systems and Internet browsers, the use of a simplified transcript is possible and 
adequate when exact transcription (transliteration) is not a priority. The simple transcript presented here 
follows the transliteration as far as possible but avoids any character that is not available on a standard 
keyboard for typing English language. In result, the simplified transcript still represents the main 
elements of Arabic language, but the departure from a one-to-one relation of symbols leads to some 
ambiguity. For example there is no difference made between some of the Arabic letters (e.g. �6
 and 7�!), 
and for several Arabic letters two Roman letters are used to represent each of them (e.g. gh for 8��
).  

 
In the following, chapter two presents an Arabic letter key to be used for transliteration or simplified 
transcript. Chapter three lists transcription examples of about one thousand frequently used Arabic 
names, words, phrases – both in simplified transcript and transliteration. Please note that 

– capital letters are used throughout for names of persons, Qur’an suras, months etc.  

– the simplified transcript deviates from the transliteration in those cases when there is already an 
established orthography (e.g. Omar, Osman, sheikh) 

As there is not one best method for all purposes, transcription will remain an issue of discussion. This 
Burhaniya Transcript Dictionary may be used freely for transcription purposes. It will be updated, corrected 
and extended according to feedback from its users. Please email to research@tariqa-burhaniya.org.  
 
Tariqa Burhaniya Disuqiya Shadhuliya 
International Research Center 
 
Schnede, October 2003 
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2. Arabic letter key 
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3. Transcription examples: frequently used Arabic names and phrases 

�

����������
���� ����
��
	��
����

�L<L� ��
������M<M<��	�
�
����<��� 
�N�@��
����,��������� 
��	,����
����<�� 
���<��
���,�� 
��,�
���,����6���� 
��,�M�M
�J���
���,����6�6�� 
��,�M�M
�6�6�
���,��������� 
��,�M�M����	%�
���,������F2� 
��,�M�M���.2�
���,�������� 
��,�M�M������
���,��#�2��� 
��,�M�M#�2���
���,������ 
��,�M��	��
���,����������
���,���F�������


��,�M��	������
��,�M�M
+F??�����

���,������������M
�����<�����+F�������
����'�<�����


��,�M��	��������M
����<�
����+F??���������'�@���

���,�����������6M
7F���2�


��,�M��	�������6M7F���2�

���,����������+�<�F,� 
��,�M��	������+�<
.,�
���,�����������G��2� 
��,�M��	������
G��2��
���,����,�2� 
��,�M�M�	,�2�
���,����,�2���M!������� 
��,�M�M�	,�2���M ��	���
���,��4�,F,� 
��,�M�M5�,.,�
���,��4���,� 
��,�M�M5	%�,�
���,�22������ 
��,�M2M2�%�	��
���,�<<��F2� 
��,�MBMC��.2�
���,�<<���������
��<��<����


��,�M<M=��	��������@�@�

���,F�� 
��,F�
���,F�+����� 
��,F�+��	��
���,F�� 
��,F�F�
����� 
����
�����#F�FM<M<������� 
����#F�FM<M<��	��
������ 
����
�����������F������� 
������������H	����
�����7�8�����M����,���� 
����6�8��FM�M
	��,�����
�����2�����9�<�2� 
����2�����9	<�2�
������ 
����
��2<��� 
�2@�
����NF����� 
�?	NFMOO	��
��6�6� 
�6�6�
��6�6�� 
�6�6��
��66��4��"����� 
�66��4��������
���� N���
��F���#2� N��.���#2�
��F�-�4F,� N��.�-�4.,�
��F�� N��.�
��F�'���������M
/F���������������
�

N��.�&��������M/F
�	��
�����	����

��F�'F2��2�� N��.�&F2��2��
��F�;��2�� N��.�
;�	2��
��F�!���� N��.� ����
��F�(����� N��.�(�����

��F�+�<�F,�� N��.�+�<
.,�
��F��F���<� N��.��F���<�
��F��F���<�� N��.��F���<�
��F�=F�8��� N��.�=F�8	��
��F������� N��.�H	����
��F��F2��� N��.��F2	��
��F��������� N��.�M�M
�������
��F��'�<����� N��.�M�M&�<���
��F��'�<����<�M
=��,�F����

N��.�M�M&�<����@MA	0F����

��F��G�2���� N��.�M�M
G�2	��
��F��5���,� N��.M�M5���,�
�,���� �,	��
�,����� N�0	��
�,M-�22� �DME	22�
�,M-��2�8��� �0M1	2�8	��
�,M-F#���� �,M-F)	��
�,M-F��� �DMEF%	�
���,F�����,� N�%�,F��N���,�
������M��������� ���FM�M�����
������M#��������� ���FM�M#��	��
�����,�M,��#2������ ���FM0M0�#2��
����,��� N�%��,�
����,���M��,�44��� N�%��,���M��,�44���
����,��2M3������� N�%��,��2M3��	
��
����,��2�����<�M
=��2�F����

N�%��,�
�2�����@MA�2�.����

����,�����'������ N�%��,�����&������
����,�8��� N�%��,�8��
�#��2��� N	)�2��
��� ���
��M�����<� ��M
����<�
��M��,�8��� ��M
�,�8	��
��M��,�� ��M
�,��
��M���F�P��M���F4F� ��M
��.�P���M
��.4F�
��M������ ��M
�����
��M�����P���M����8F� ��M
����P���M
���8F�
��M������ ��M
�����
��M����8F��Q��M������#��
RS�����

��M
	��8.���Q��M���	��#��F�
RS�

��M���#��F�� ��M
��#��.��
��M��2<�� ��M
�2@�
��M��<2� ��M
�B2�
��M��6����� ��M
�J���
��M��6�6� ��M
�6�6�
��M����� ��M�
�	�
��M��2��� ��MN�
2	��
��MN�N�������M�2����� ��MN�N�����FM�MN�2��
��
��M�#��2� ��MN�)�2�
��M�,�#�2�� ��MN�D#	2�
��M���,� ��MN�%�,�
��M������ ��M�%�	��
��M��6��� ��M�%6	��
��M������ ��MN��
	��
��M����8�I� ��MN����8	N�
��M������ ��MN���	��
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��M�44��� ��MN�44���
��M�46���� ����;�	�
���MN�46	
��
��M������� ��M�	
���
��M��,��� ��M��,�
�
��M����,� ��M����,�
��M����2�� ��M����2��
��M����� ��M�	���
��M��2�I� ��M�	2�I�
��M��22� ��M�	22�
��M��<�2� ��M��B�2�
��M��<��� ��M�	<�?�
��M������ ��M�	?���
��M��88���� ��M��88����
��M�F#��2�� ��M�F)	2��
��M�F2�����P���M
�F2����8���

��M�F2�	���P���M�F2�	��8��
���

��M�F2F"� ��M�F2.��
��M��,�� ��M��,��
��M��"2� ��M���2�
��M��"2���M#�,���� ��M���2���M#	0���
��M��"2��<M<�,��� ��M���2��BMB	,���
��M������ ��M������
��M��2,���M"�������M#���2�� ��M��2,FM�M�	��
FM�M#���2��
��M��2F�� ����	2.��
��M����� ��M���%�
��M������� ��M�	��%��
��M����2� ��M�	?�2�
��M������� ��M����	%�
��M���� ��M����
��M�F2���� ��M�F2�	��
��M������2� ��M����	2�
��M����F2� ��M���.2�
��M������P���M�����8F� ��M�����P���M����8F�
��M���<��8�� ��M�	@�8��
��M'�,�� ��M'	,��
��M'�,�,� ��M&�,�,�
��M'���6�� ��M&���J�
��M���F��� ��M�	�.��
��M��""� ��M%����
��M'�#��� ��M&�#���
��M'�#�������'�<���� ���&�#�������'�@	��
��M'�#��� ��M&�#���
��M'����� ��M&�����
��M���,� ��M%��,�
��M���,F�������� ��M%��,F���MOO	��
��M'���,� ��M&���,�
��M'���� ��M&����
��M'����� ��M&	����
��M'�2���� ��M'	2���
��M'�<�2� ��M&�@2�
��M'�<��� ��M&�<���
��M'�88� ��M&�88�F
�
��M'�"2� ��M&��2�
��M'����� ��M&����
��M��6�����#���2�� ��M%�6�FM�M#���2�
��M��6���<M<����2�� ��M%�6�FMBMB���2�
��M��6���<M<������ ��M%�6�FM<M<������
��M'F"F2��� ��M&F�F2	��
��M'F��6�� ��M'F��6��
��M;#���<� ��MI;)�	B�

��M�;�2���� ��M
T�2	��
��M;�����2� ��M;���?	2�
��M;�<����U����-��2
� ��M;�<	��
��M;�<������ ��M;�@��	��
��M;�<��2����U��<�M
=��2�
��

�@MA�2%�

��M;<2�I��U������;<2�I��
� ��MI;<2	I�����F�;<2	I��
�
��M"���2F��� ��M����2.��
��M!����2� ��M ���	2�
��M!����� ��M �����
��M!����� ��M 	��
�
��M!�������=������ ��M 	��
��BMB�%�%�
��M!����8�� ��M 	��8��
��M!�4�,� ��M �4	,�
��M!���� ��M ����
��M!F�FV�� ��M F�F
��
��M$���2� ��M$���2�
��M$���2F�� ��M$	��2.��
��M$���� ��M$����
��M$�2��� ��M$�2���
��M$�4���2� ��M$�4��2�
��M$����2� ��M*���2�
��M$����,� ��M*	��D�
��M$������ ��M*	����
��M#�F����I��2M2�<��,F�� ��M)F���	N��2M2	@�,.���
��M���F�� ��M�	�.��
��M(���� ��M(����
��M(����� ��M(�?���
��M��4����M����F6��� ��M��4%���M��%�.J�
��M+���2�"� ��M+�
	2���
��M+��F�� ��M+	
.��
��M+��,����M�F���6��2�� ��M+��,����M�F���J�2�
��M+�N�,�� ��M+	N�,��
��M+�"�,� ��M+���,��
��M+�"�,� ��M+	��,�
��M����N�#����M���8F������ ��M���	N�#��F���M
	��8.����
��M����N�#����M����#�8F��
����

��M���	N�#��F���M����#�8.����

��M����#F��� ��M����#.��
��M+���#� ��M+���#�
��M+����� ��M+	��
�
��M+�<�,��U��M(����
� ��M+�<�,�
��M+����� ��M+�����
��M+F��44�,����������� ��M+F
�44�0��	���
�M+F��,� ��M+F
�,�
��M+F��66� ��M+F
�66�
��M+FN�#�#��2F� ��M+FN�))�2F�
��M+F�,�I� ��M+F�,�N�
��M+F,,������2� ��M+F,,����2�
��M+F,����� ��M+F0����
��M+F����� ��M+F����
��M+F������� ��M+F�������
��M+F�<�� ��M+F%B��
��M+F�8�� ��M+F%8��
��M+F"�,���� ��M+F�	,����
��M+F"��� ��M+F����
��M+F�#� ��M+F�#�
��M�F�#�� ��M�F�#�
��M+FN���� ��M+FN����
��M+FN���F�� ��M+FN���.��
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��M+F���� ��M+F����
��M+F�������� ��M+F���%����
��M+F�����F�� ��M+F�����.��
��M+F������� ��M+F�������
��M+F��,,��� ��M+F��,,���
��M+F���� ��M+F����
��M+F�<��� ��M+F�<�?�
��M+F���,�2� ��M+F���,�2�
��M+F2<����� ��M+F2<��	��
��M+F<�44�2� ��M+FB�44�2�
��M�F<������ ��M�FB?��W�
��M+F������� ��M+F��
	���
��M+F����������U����
������
�

��M+F?�����������M��?���
�

��M+F��#����2� ��M+F��#����2�
��M+F4����N�� ��M+�4�??	N�
��M+F66������ ��M+F66������
��M����,� ��M�	��D�
��M��,�2� ��M�	,�2�
��M��,2� ��M��,2�
��M�����2� ��M����	2�
��M������ ��M������
��M����2� ��M����2�
��M��2���� ��M�	2�
��
��M��<�<� ��M��B�B�
��M��4��P��M��4�8F� ��M��4��P���M��4�8F�
��M��88F�� ��M��88.��
��M��8���� ��M��8	���
��M�F,,F<� ��M�F,,.<�
��MG66�� ��M
G66	�
��M5�,F,� ��M5�,.,�
��M5������ ��M5���	��
��M5���,� ��M5	%�,�
��M5�"�,� ��M5	��,�
��M5�#��� ��M5�#���
��M5���� ��M5	���
��M5����P���M5���8F� ��M5����P���M5���8F�
��M5������ ��M5	��
��
��M5�2���� ��M5	2���
��M5�<��� ��M5	<�
�
��M8�4����M�#��2�� ��M8�4�FM�MN	)�2�
������� N��	����
����� �����
������ ���	��Q�OO	�S�
�����M,��#2�� 0�#2FM��	���
�����F��#��2� ���	�F�N�#��2�
�����F����� ���	�F�����
�����F���������
��F,�F���#���������
#�F�����4�����
#����N����

���	�F����N�����N�
.0F�
��#������M�M)F����4�M�M
)��	N���

�����F����<����������
=�88�,����
+F�����,���4��������
4��<������

���	�F����B�����
��W�
<�88�,��	��F%����,���
4��N	�����4��<������

�����F����<�����4��
<������4����2�#������
=�88�,����
+F�����,��4�������
������4��<�������
�"������<F������

���	�F����B�����4��<������
4���	2�#�
��	�=�88�,��	�
+F%����,��4��
��	�	�����
4��B�%���������
���
<F�%	���2����#��2����M�M

�66����
���	�8�B��.��4��

2����#��2�������M�66����
������8�<��F��4��
<����F���������M
�F2<������4����M���,F�
��M������2�������M��������
�<�2��F���M#������
=�88�,F���
+F�����,�

<��	�F��
��	M���F2<������
4�M��%��,F���M��	���2����M�M

	�������@2��FM�M)�����
=�88�,F���+F%����,�

����� N�����
������ N	����
������������
�����F����<�����4��
<������4����2�#�����LLLL�
�����	
���
�

N	����I	��������	�F����
B�����4��<������4���	2�#�

��	LLLL������	
���
�

������ N������
���2� ���2�
���2�����F������� ���2FM�M�F��������
���2�� N���2��
��M/���N� ��M/��	N�
��M/����� ��M/	��
�
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